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Los Angeles and San Diego counties without disinfection.
It now occurs in San Diego, Los Angeles, Orange, Ventura,
and Santa Barbara counties, and a strict inspection is being
maintained in the more inland counties to prevent its intro-
duction. The purple scale attacks all parts of the tree as well
as tie fruit, upon which they attach themselves so firmly
that the ordinary washing is of little avail in removing them.
They also cause the fruit to appear spotted in ripening, a
green color persisting around the scales. Whole trees are sel-
dom if ever killed by this scale, although the lower branches
and often one whole side of the tree may be fatally affected.
Eggs of the purple scale are most commonly found during
the spring and early summer, although all stages may occur
in the orchard at other seasons. The female produces
from thirty to forty eggs, which hatch, in about eighteen days
during the summer months. The young remain under the
protection of the mother for a short time, after which they
make their way out and migrate in searcli of a place to feed.
After they have once settled down and formed the protect-
ing scale over their bodies the females are stationary dur-
ing their entire existence. The mature female scales are
elongated, and shaped somewhat like an oyster shell, the color
varying from a dark brown to purplish. The male scale is
much smaller and narrower. The average length of time
from the egg to maturity is about two and one-half months
for the male and three months for the female. After the
production of eggs, the female soon dies.
During the ordinary season, there are from three to four
generations. The young seem to be more able to adapt them-
selves to unfavorable feeding conditions than either the red
or the black scales, and the percentage which become estab-
lished is much greater.
Several species of ladybird beetles prey upon the purple